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pleasure-seeking and was a regular patron of the city's"
leading cafds; whereas Anthony Benson, who was the older
and had served as a major in the late War, followed a sedate
and conventional existence, spending most of his evenings
quietly at his clubs. Both, however, were popular in their
respective circles, and between them they had built up a
large clientele.

The glamour of the financial district had much to do
with the manner in which the crime was handled by the
newspapers. Moreover, the murder had been committed
at a time when the metropolitan press was experiencing a
temporary lull in sensationalism; and the story was spread
over the front pages of the papers with a prodigality rarely
encountered in such cases.* Eminent detectives throughout
the country were interviewed by enterprising reporters.
Histories of famous unsolved murder cases were revived;
and clairvoyants and astrologers were engaged by the
Sunday editors to solve the mystery by various metaphysical
devices. Photographs and detailed diagrams were the daily,
accompaniments of these journalistic outpourings.

In all the news stories the grey Cadillac and the pearl-
handled Smith and Wesson were featured. There were pic-
tures of Cadillac cars, 'touched up' and reconstructed to
accord with Patrolman McLaughlin's description, some of
them even showing the fishing-tackle protruding from the
tonneau. A photograph of Benson's centre-table had been
taken, with the secret drawer enlarged and reproduced in
an 'inset.' One Sunday magazine went so far as to hire an
expert cabinet-maker to write a dissertation on secret com-
partments in furniture.

The Benson case from the outset had proved a trying and

* Even the famous Elwell case, which came several years later and
bore certain points of similarity to the Benson case, created no greater
sensation, despite the fact that Elwell was more widely known than
Benson, and the persons involved were more prominent socially. Indeed,
the Benson case was referred to several times in descriptions of the
Elwell case; and one anti-administration paper regretted editorially that
John F.-X. Markham was no longer District Attorney of New York.